
UK Association of Deep Sea Pilotage Authorities

Newcastle             London                 Hull 

Captain Dennis Robinson, 
Trinity House, Hull

1



2016 2015

Trinity House, London 29 30

Trinity House, Hull 8 9

Trinity House, Newcastle    7 7

Total UK Licensed DSPs 44 46

ADSPA Licenced Pilots at January 31st 2016
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We continue to work with our enhanced 
examination and revalidation processes, as 
described to you last year



Reliance on technology continues to 
be a focus of our Deep Sea Pilot 

Revalidation interviews



What’s missing
What’s missing ? - NO Bathymetry



The Directional Arrows in a Routing Scheme 
are dynamic on the ENC / Vector Chart





Show the new Varne buoys

With no or minimal bathymetry and perhaps Aids to Navigation removed 
it is a concern that a passage might take the Mariner over a significantly 
shallow area !



The source data diagram!
The soundings are electronic – they must be correct



No Go Areas ??

This one is a 
500m circle 

around a Tidal 
Diamond



ALRS Pilot information
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We are planning to approach the United 
Kingdom Hydrographic Office (UKHO) to 
discuss improvements to the ALRS Deep 
Sea Pilot sections



Conclusions:

• We believe that the help and advice Pilots , both 
Harbour and Deep Sea, give is a significant Risk Control 
Measure which we must try to promote and exploit.

• Technology can provide for excellent improvements to 
overall operations – it can also stand in the way of 
sound seamanlike decisions.

• Support for appropriate changes to the ALRS - please

• We are keen to share our example of current issues, 
both positive and negative 

•
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Thank you

Any questions?


